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Ms. Smith      Class website: www.mrssmithsroom.weebly.com      e-mail: brosmi@myfitz.net
Sign up for Text Alerts for this class through Remind 101: Text “@1c56b” to 81010
Course Overview:

Sophomore English will be divided into two trimesters.  The first trimester will focus on:

        Course Units: 

· Rhetorical Strategies in Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
· A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
· Research Project and Presentation 
· Choice Book Unit
*Please note: Students may select texts from the media center and/or the classroom leveled library that reflect realistic young adult life situations, social issues, and themes.
Course Guidelines:
All policies and guidelines that are in the student handbook will be followed and enforced.  You are responsible for your own actions during this class.
Important Aspects of this Class

1. Silent Sustained Reading (SSR) – Students will take part in silent, independent reading multiple times a week.  Students will choose their own book for SSR.  This book can be from the students’ own collection, the media center, public library, or the classroom library.  Students are also encouraged to continue reading outside of class as well.  The more we practice reading, the better readers we become.
2. Notebooking – Students will be provided with a notebook that will stay in the classroom and used each day.  Along with a classroom folder, students will pick up their notebooks every day.  This notebook will be used for brainstorming, writing practice, reading response, and classroom notes, such as grammar.  When doing writing activities, students are expected to write for entire time given.  The notebooking grade is tied to the student’s participation grade.  I reserve the right the check the notebooks to ensure students are completing the work.

3. Daily Classwork & Homework/Portfolios – Students will be provided with a folder that will stay in the classroom.  Students will keep daily assignments and homework assignments in the folder.  Students will turn in portfolios at the end of specific units.  Not every homework assignment is a portfolio assignment and may be collected on the due date.
4. Participation – You do earn a participation grade in this class.  It is important you participate daily in class.  Behavior and attendance is also part of the participation grade.  You can earn lost or additional points by participating appropriately in class.  

5. Assessments – Assessments take many forms in English class.  An assessment may be a test, quiz, essay, project, etc.  Assessments count for 70% of a student’s grade and are necessary to pass the class.  The Article of the Week assignment is also an assessment grade. 
6. Extra Credit - Extra credit will generally not be available in the form of an extra assignment.  Student can earn extra credit for completed homework assignments on time (see above) and Spartan Bucks.  Spartan Bucks are earned for classroom citizenship and displaying Spartan PRIDE.  Spartan Bucks can be used for 20 extra credit points on a homework assignment or for 5 extra credit points on an assessment (assignment must be turned in; limit 3 assessments).  
Polices and Procedures

Materials:  Pen/pencil, paper, agenda, folder, notebook, and SSR book. It is difficult to have a successful learning experience if you are not prepared. BE REPSPONSIBLE, BE PREPARED!

Attendance:  All policies for absences/tardies follow the procedures outlined in the FHS Attendance Policy. Pick up your folders and notebooks as you enter class and proceed to your assigned seat. Please inform me of special needs you have so I can accommodate your seating arrangement. 

Late Work:  Homework will be accepted one day late for a 50% point reduction. Homework is not accepted after one day late. Major assignments/papers/projects determined by the teacher will be accepted three days late for a 10% reduction each day late.

Absent Work: It is your responsibility to obtain assignments, notes, etc., upon the return of your absence. The assignment crate is located on the table in front of my desk. You are expected to obtain missing assignments without my prompting. You will receive a two-day grace period for each day you are absent to complete the work. Work not completed in this time will be marked late.  You must make an appointment with me before or after school to make up missed tests/quizzes. You will receive a zero until these tests/quizzes are made up. 

Open Door Policy: Please do not wait until it is too late to see me if you do not understand the material.

Grades: Grading is based on the following weights: Homework/Classwork/Participation -10%; Assessments – 70%; Final Exam – 20%.
Plagiarism:  Please read the FHS Plagiarism Policy in your agenda.

Food/Beverages:  Food/beverages are a privilege. Beverages must be in a bottle with a secure lid. Food is limited to small snacks and occasions I deem appropriate.  Gum should not be seen or heard.

Passes: Passes should be kept to a minimum. Students will not be permitted to leave without a pass signed by the teacher.
Substitute Teachers: Treat the substitute teacher with respect. Assignments given to you must be completed and are due at the end of the class period. Turn in what you have completed if you run out of time. Students that are discipline/behavioral problems will automatically receive an after school detention.

Respect: Fitzgerald High School defines respect as the ability to show regard and consideration to oneself and others.  This definition includes, but is not limited to the following:



1.  Using appropriate language at all times.



2.  Handling possessions and property with care.



3.  Allowing and encouraging others to express their views appropriately. 



4.  Maintaining self control by exhibiting appropriate social behaviors.

Student Behavior/Discipline: Students displaying inappropriate behavior or any behavior not in accordance with the policies outlined in the FHS Informational Booklet, Code of Conduct, or Student Agenda will be dealt with on an individual basis. Such actions may result in warnings, phone calls home, detentions, counselor/administrative referrals, and even suspensions.

Technology/Google Docs: Course material and web resources can be found on the Google Apps program.  All Fitzgerald High School students have a Google Apps login. Google Apps can be accessed from the Fitzgerald Public School main page (www.fitz.k12.mi.us) under educational links. Students will utilize Google Apps to retrieve certain course materials or to turn in assignments, among other aspects of the application.

The use of other technology including the iPads will also be part of the course.  Technology use is a privilege. ALL Fitzgerald High School rules regarding behavior, student professionalism and academic integrity apply.  
	Parent or Guardian Agreement

In an effort to make students more accountable, I ask that you read the requirements for this class and sign below. Please take the time to go over this syllabus with your student. Research has proven that success can be greater for those who know what is expected of them prior to the assessment. Therefore, I ask for your support in insuring your student will meet the requirements of this class.


	

	Student Name (Printed) ____________________________________________________________________________

Student Email Address  _____________________________________________________________________________



	Parent or Guardian Name (PRINTED) ________________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Signature _______________________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Email Address: __________________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Phone Number: __________________________________________________________________



	

	This signed syllabus is DUE on: ________________________________________________________________________

All parents are ENCOURAGED to monitor student grades through the Parent Portal of the Power School Gradebook.



	"It is the nature of man to rise to the level of greatness if greatness is expected of him." John Steinbeck



	––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
	Fitzgerald High School
	––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

	

Ms. Kimberly Cerrini



Principal
	Ms. Amanda Clor
Assistant Principal
	Mr. Marc Sonnenfeld

   Dean of Discipline
	Ms. Leanne Davis
  Department Chair


