Name: ______________________________ Date: ________ Hour: ______ English 10 A

Positive, Negative, or Neutral?

Denotation: the dictionary definition of a word; literal meaning

Connotation: represents the various social overtones, cultural implications, or emotional meanings associated with a thing; it may be positive or negative in tone.

For each numbered set below, write the individual word under the column which best describes its connotation.

1. mansion, shack, abode, house, home, dump

2. spinster, old maid, unmarried woman, career woman

3. snooty, conceited, cocky, vain, proud, overbearing

4. giggle, chuckle, laugh, roar, snicker, cackle

5. glum, sullen, withdrawn, silent

6. brief, concise, compressed, boiled down

7.  steal, embezzle, burglarize, rob, holdup, snatch, grab, help oneself to

	Positive
	Negative
	Neutral 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


