Public Speaking
Final Exam: Essay
Due Date: _________________________

Think back over your progress throughout this semester.  You have come a long way, whether you realize it or not.  Remember how it felt when you first learned about the six speeches you would be giving?  The nervousness you felt before getting up in front of this class for the first time?  Together we have worked to build confidence and experience in order to develop a public speaking background you can draw from in numerous life situations.  

Using the knowledge that has helped you to grow and progress into the speaker that you are today, I would like you to think about what you would like to take with you from this class.  You may be asked to participate in similar situations as soon as your first semester of college, yet you may also tap into your public speaking knowledge much later in life.  Therefore, I am asking you to put together a document to remember the tips and rules which have gotten you to this point.  Create a list of ten things you feel are essential to public speaking.  You are creating a mini-guide to make someone an effective speaker.  What ten pieces of advice would you give. What ten rules would you make sure a speaker abide by? What ten items to you want to make sure you remember?
Format 

· Number each item listed.  This is not an “essay”.  You should have ten numbers down the left side of the page.  

· Each item should be listed in order of importance.  Think of David Letterman’s top ten lists.  The number one item should be the biggest and the best. 

· State each point in one simple, declarative sentence.  Underline that sentence.  See the example below for clarification.

· After each listed item, include a two-three sentence explanation when appropriate.  This means, if it’s possible to explain it further, DO IT!

· Use a proper heading including Name, Date and Title.

· Do not simply list whatever ten things first come to your mind. This paper demands critical thought and analysis of all skills learned.  Can the lessons on listening, stereotyping and perception come into play within this list? I suggest a broad statement, with a specifying explanation.

Example:


8. In order to be an effective public speaker, you must establish a strong 
initial, derived and terminal credibility with the audience.  Confidence in 
yourself and an organized presentation develop strong credibility.  It is important 
to tell the audience why you are qualified to speak on the specific subject when 
presenting your information with researched and logical explanations.  Eye 
contact and proper citations are two examples of ways to enhance credibility with 
an audience.

