Rhetorical Analysis Checklist

Introduction

· The first sentence is the hook and is designed to grab the reader’s attention

· Transition from the hook to the thesis statement

· Give the full title(s) of the work(s) you are exploring as well as the complete name(s) of the author(s)

· The claim is a simple, declarative statement addressing the speaker and the audience.

· The thesis statement is the last sentence in the introduction paragraph 
· The thesis lists the three rhetorical strategies used to support the claim.
· The introduction is at least 4 – 6 sentences
Body Paragraphs (3)
· The first sentence of the body paragraph identifies which rhetorical strategy you will be explaining.
· The next sentence sets the context for the quote before you state it.
· Lead into or set up your quote/passage with speaker (character/narrator) and occasion (context, or what’s happening in the plot
· Next, you use a quote DIRECTLY from the book that supports the claim.
· Be sure the quote is relevant to your topic sentence and thesis—does your quote help prove your point?
· The quote shows how Atticus uses the strategy you are describing.
· After the quote you cite the author’s last name and page # in parenthesis
· Follow each quote with at least two  sentences of analysis that explain how the quote supports and proves the topic sentence and therefore the thesis statement

· The last sentence of each body paragraph is a concluding sentence that summarizes the paragraph and/or transitions to the next paragraph
Conclusion

· Restates the thesis statement (in a different way)
· Summarizes the main ideas without being repetitive

· State whether Atticus makes an effective argument or not, using his strategies
· Summarize Atticus’s main points of evidence
· Why is this argument important?
· The conclusion is at least 4 – 6 sentences

· Never write “In conclusion…”
· Add a separate WORK CITED page with the proper MLA citation for TKAM

· Expand on the implications of your ideas—So what?

Other Format/Structure Elements
· Use formal writing style, tone, and language

· Avoid slang, poor diction, non-specific language, and contractions

· Avoid addressing the reader and the use of first-person

· Avoid asking rhetorical questions

· Be mindful and aware of MLA format in citing your sources in the text

· Pay attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar

· Always proofread and self-edit your work – READ IT OUT LOUD!
· Give your essay a creative, thoughtful and interesting title
· All MLA style papers are double spaced throughout.
· Paper has been shared with brosmi@myfitz.net by midnight April 1st.
Take pride in your work and give the essay 100% of your effort!

Active and Academic Verbs to Use in Critical Literary Analysis

Emphasizes






Elucidates

Compares

Suggests

Creates

Illustrates

Exemplifies

Parallels

Juxtaposes

Implies

Alludes to

Observes

Identifies

Organizes

Reinforces

Defines

Clarifies

Contrasts

Argues

Mirrors

Echoes

Develops

Connotes

Focuses

Balances

Relates

Expresses

Insinuates

Demonstrates

Strategies for Composing Hooks or Opening Statements:

· Use a vivid quotation

· Create a visual image that represents your subject

· Create an analogy for your subject

· Offer a surprising/interesting statistic or other fact

· State an opinion related to your thesis

· Ask a question or define a word central to your subject (Note= Use these techniques very sparingly and cautiously, as they may be considered cliché)



















