Creating a Scary Movie Trailer
Genre: Horror, Thriller, Suspense

Resources: IMDb.com, youtube.com

What qualifies as “scary”?

Creating the basic plot:

1. Identify the story 

2. Introduce the characters

3. Introduce the “conflict” 
4. Leave the audience with a question to be answered

Elements of every trailer:

Ideas to consider:


Use stock footage: military, science, animals, people


Create your own twist on a movie you already know


Pay attention to lighting when shooting


Use high/low angles when shooting people for effect


Rack focus & the Hitchcock shot along with Point of View angles are useful for this genre


Don’t give away the ending


Shoot more than just “one scene” for the trailer


Sound is very important, add sfx whenever possible


Sometimes what you don’t see is even scarier…the audience’s imagination can be useful

