Tips to make shooting with your camcorder easier
Remember to take the lens cap off. (Eh?) No, really, I'm being serious. In the rush of setting everything up for a shot you would be surprised at the number of people who set the camera recording with the lens cap still on. 
Always record 5 seconds before and after the shot you want. Editing decks need a bit of space to get the signal properly (called pre-roll) and they can muck their edits up if you don't have enough pre-roll. 

Use manual focus if at all possible. Autofocus hunts for stuff to focus on, so if someone walks through the shot it will try and focus on them, getting your subject out of focus. Autfocus also uses up a lot of battery power, so using manual focus makes your batteries last longer. To be absolutely sure, zoom in on the subject, focus, and zoom out.
Leave that zoom rocker switch alone! See that button that rests just underneath your fingers when you hold the camera? That's your ticket to bad film-making. Its sitting there, nuzzling you saying 'Hey press me! Zoom in, go on. Now zoom out! Smart'. Unfortunately when you come to watch your film most of your audience will be sick because the zoom is constantly trombone-ing in and out. There are only some occasions when it is OK to use the zoom during a shot.
1) You are interviewing a man who has just seen his daughter run down by a steamroller. Understandably it’s a heart-wrenching moment. So Mr. News Cameraman zooms in really slow (you barely notice it) so we capture that first tear perfectly 
OK, so you get the picture. Zoom for effect - not because the button is forcing you to.  By all means use it to set up a shot when the camera's not rolling, but leave it at that.
Use a tripod - If you want a steady shot then stick your camera on a stand (or a wall or something).
Check your white balance, especially if you are in mixed lighted rooms. (White Balance? Mixed lighting? Eh?) White balance is essentially what color your camera thinks is white. Some cameras have buttons for this i.e. indoors, outdoors etc. Other cameras sort this out automatically and some allow you to set it manually (by sticking a piece of white card in front of it and saying 'Hey, this is white you dumb camera'. This all matters because not all light is the same color. Lights have different color temperatures. Sunlight is kind of bluey, artificial light (like light-bulbs and stuff) is orangey and fluorescent strip lights are greeny. Your eyes can sort this information out, but the camera tends to make everything look all one color if its on the wrong setting.
Avoid Backlighting - This is where your subject is standing with the sky or a window or white wall behind them. The camera goes 'Hey, loads of white I better set my exposure to that', so when you come to look at your footage all you can see it a silhouette of your subject and you can hardly see their face. Solution - turn around, and use the light from the wall/window to light your subject 
Try not to appear in your own film - Unless of course you are Hitchcock or your actor has called in sick and you're having to play the role yourself you want to try and avoid appearing in your film as...the camera operator! Avoid fingers near the lens or long hair draping into shot. Equally be careful when shooting through glass, mirrors or shiny objects not to catch a view of yourself. 
Check your sound - Most cameras have headphone sockets so you can monitor what the camera is picking up. Recording without checking your sound is like shooting and not looking down your viewfinder. Remember: your ears are great (they can filter out all that extra noise and focus in on just one voice) - your camera isn't, it'll pick up on every squeak and rumble. 
Protect your equipment - You've got to keep it safe from two things - the environment and from it getting nicked. Keep your gear clear from dust and dirt (use a cover to protect it from the rain).  Clean the lens/filter and viewfinder using blower-brushes, air-jets etc. Security! Keep your camera close to you, make sure its insured and know its serial number if it does get pinched.
Tape Care - Always use the best quality tape you can afford. You can only capture an event on tape once. The great thing about tape is that you can record over stuff but be careful you may need footage again in the future. 
Batteries - Always carry fully-charged extra batteries, otherwise you can bet that you will lose power halfway through the most important shot of your film. Bear in mind that batteries have a shorter lifespan in the cold. Hug them to keep 'em warm (and show them that you love them).
Shoot loads! - Tape is cheap. Use it. When you get around to editing you might just need a certain shot, so shoot everything. Shoot plenty of cutaways (shots to cut in at any point – close-ups, buildings, reactions of other people). Don't tell your actors, but shoot practice takes (you might need to put a bit of gaffer tape over the recording light) sometimes they are the best, most natural take.
Shoot with both eyes open -- like the news cameramen do. It takes some practice but it allows you to see what's going on in the viewfinder as well as around you. 
Avoid the horns of Satan! - Try to keep an eye on what is in the background of your shot. You want to try and avoid plants sprouting from peoples heads etc. Especially steer clear of backdrops where there's visually exciting stuff going on - a videogame running in the background as you can guarantee that your audience will end of paying more attention to this than what the person is saying or doing. 
And finally, have fun! 
